The handsome volume before us is by far the most original contribution to physiology and its allied sciences, that we have ever received from the American press. Dr. Draper has long been known to scientific men on this side of the Atlantic, as a most industrious and sagacious explorer of that fertile province which lies between physics and physiology. The papers which he has published, from time to time, in our scientific journals, have given evidence of his skill as an experimenter, and of his acumen as a reasoner.
We have rejoiced, therefore, to see that they seemed likely to aid in the unravelling of those mysteries, which the physiologist continually encounters in the prosecution of his researches into the dependence of life upon external conditions. And we were prepared to give a hearty welcome to the present treatise, which embodies the physiological inferences to which the author has been led by his experimental investigations.
Unlike too many who call themselves chemical philosophers, our author has thought it incumbent upon him to make himself acquainted with the present state of opinion upon physiological subjects, as taught in the best schools; and to take this as the groundwork of his arguments. Consequently we have nowhere encountered, in perusing his treatise, those hasty assumptions and sweeping generalizations, which disfigure the works of too many of our scientific reasoners. On the contrary, we have been struck by the clearness and accuracy of his views on physiological subjects; indicating, we think that he has not taken them upon trust from others, but has made them his own by independent observation. The style of the work is something more ornate than we are accustomed to expect in a grave philosophical treatise ; but we do not know that it is the worse for this, as the clearness of its statements and the closeness of its arguments do not seem thereby impaired. 
